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Dr. WANDA KOPEROWA
(3.6.1913 - 11.1.1990)

Wanda Koperowa, née Janik6wna, a daughter to Piotr and Anna was born at Trzebi-
nia on 3 June 1913. She attended primary school and next the Kr6lowa Wanda State
Secondary School for girls in Cracow, taking her examination for secondary-school cer-
tificate in 1932. The same year she entered the Jagellonian University and studied natu-
ral history at the Philosophical Faculty. Having been credited with the first-year course,
she changed the subject of study for physical education at the Medical Faculty of the
same university and graduated from it in 1937. At the same time she studied piano at the
State Conservatoire and was granted a diploma in piano performance in 1938.

After she left the university, she worked as a teacher of physical exercises in secondary
schools at Zamo$¢ and Sosnowiec. During the 2nd World War she was employed as a labor-
atory assistant at a private X-ray diagnostic establishment in Cracow (1940-1946).

In 1948 she re-entered the Jagellonian University and resumed the study of natural
history at the Philosophical Faculty, from which she graduated in biology on the basis
of a thesis on the pollen morphology of the Polish species of Acer (unpubl.) in 1952.
With this paper she gave a start to her future palaecobotanic research work, carried out
chiefly by the methods of pollen analysis.
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In 1953 she got a job in the newly founded Institute (initially Laboratory) of Botany,
Polish Academy of Sciences. In 1954-1956 she was full-time employee of the Carpa-
thian Regional Station, Institute of Geology, with her working place still attached to the
Institute of Botany, to which she returned for good in 1956. She was appointed adjunct
at the Department of Palaeobotany, which post she held till her retiring in 1973.

All the time she worked in the Institute Wanda Koperowa concerned herself mainly
in studies of the vegetational history of the Late Glacial and Holocene. She belonged to
a group of palaeobotanists who in the 1950-s pioneered in the use of modern pollen
analysis in Poland and were overcoming the difficulties connected with the introduction
of new laboratory methods which had been applied in the western countries since the War.

The first profile studied by her from a peatbog on Kiczora was published in a paper
by Anna Medwecka-Komas “O zespotach lesnych Gorc6w” (On the forest complexes of
the Gorce Mts.). Two years later a profile from Staszowa near Szczawnica was included
in Jerzy Fabijanowski’s work. Pollen diagrams from these localities belong to a group
of the first Holocene diagrams elaborated in a modern fashion and with much consider-
ation — as for those times — given to pollen of herbaceous plants. By studying those
sites, Wanda Koperowa jointed in the then pioneer research work connected with the
rendering of the influence of man on the natural plant cover. In the fifties she also
started an investigation of the peatbogs in the Nowy Targ Basin. In the Grel peatbog she
found a full Late-Glacial sequence of the Last Glaciation, with the exceptionally mild
Allergd Interstadial abounding in pollen of spruce, alder and hazel and with fairly fre-
quent pollen of fir and beech. These findings brought forward the problem of the refugia
of these trees and hazel in the close surroundings of the Nowy Targ Basin and in the
very Basin or of the redeposition or long-distance tranport of their pollen. At that time
these questions gave rise to animated discussions, which are still alive and being carried
on. The identifacation of Koenigia islandica from the deposits of Zator near Wadowice is
also her valuable contribution to our knowledge of the Polish flora of the Last Glaciation.

In 1962 Wanda Koperowa took her doctor’s degree in natural sciences on the basis of
her work on the Late Glacial and Holocene vegetational history of the Nowy Targ Basin.
Later she was occupied in studying the Late Glacial and Holocene vegetational history
of the Doty Jasielsko=Sanockie (Jasto-Sanok Hollows) and investigated peatbogs in
Orava and various Holocene deposits from Cracow (Wawel, Market Place, Wit Stwosz
Square, Ludwin6éw). The materials from Orava and Cracow have not been published and
are stored in the archives of the Department of Palaeobotany, W. Szafer Institute of Bo-
tany, P. A. Scs, in Cracow. Neither has been published her pioneer study on polllen-rain
in Cracow, made together with allergists in 1964-1967.

In addition to her own studies Wanda Koperowa collaborated with scientific workers
of many institutions, carrying out research work for them. Among those who made use
her services are workers of the Geographical Institute of the Jagellonian University, the
Institute of Archaeology in Cracow, Department of Geomorphology and Hydrology of
Mountains and Uplands attached to the Geographical Institute, P. A. Scs, Institute of
Geography (£.6dZ University) and Institute of Vaccines in Cracow.

Being an outstanding palynologist, Dr Wanda Koperowa helped many younger col-
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leagues to get over the difficulties presented by the method of pollen analysis. I, too,
benefited by her advice many a time in the initial period of my work at the Institute of
Botany.

Those who were more closely acquainted with Wanda Koperowa know that thanks to
her many from among the workers of the Institute and also their families received medi-
cal help, always readily offered and disinterestedly given by her husband Assist. Profes-
sor Zygmunt Kopera. Our heartfelt gratitude is due to both of them.

Having retired in 1973, Dr Wanda Koperowa ceased to work scientifically and
devoted all her times to the family. She died in Cracow on 11 January 1990 and was
buried at the Rakowicki Cemetery.
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Dr WANDA KOPEROWA
(3.VL.1913 - 11.1.1990)

Wanda Koperowa, z domu Janikéwna, urodzila si¢ 3 czerwca 1913 roku w Trzebini. Szkol¢ podsta-
wowa i érednig ukoriczyla w Krakowie w 1932 roku. W pig€ lat péZniej, ukoriczyla ze stopniem ma-
gistra, kierunek Wychowania Fizycznego na Wydziale Medycznym Uniwersytetu Jagiellofiskiego.
Réwnoczesénie studiowata dziat fortepianu w Paristwowym Konserwatorium Muzycznym, uzyskujgc w
1938 roku dyplom mistrzowski. '

Po studiach pracowala jako nauczycielka wychowania fizycznego w szkolach srednich w Zamosciu
i Sosnowcu. W czasie wojny byla laborantka w prywatnym zaktadzie rentgenowskim w Krakowie.

W 1948 roku rozpoczela studia przyrodnicze na Wydziale Filozoficznym Uniwersytetu Jagiellori-
skiego i ukoriczyla je w 1952 roku ze stopniem magistra filozofii z zakresu biologii. Pracq magisterska
pt. “Morfologia pylku krajowych gatunkéw Acer” (niepubl.) wystartowala do swych przyszlych badar
paleobotanicznych prowadzonych giéwnie w oparciu o metode analizy pylkowe;j.

Prace w Instytucie Botaniki PAN rozpoczeta w 1953 roku. W roku 1956 otrzymala nominacj¢ na
stanowisko adiunkta w Zakladzie Paleobotaniki IB PAN, ktére zajmowata do czasu przejscia na eme-
ryturg w roku 1973,

W ciagu calego okresu swojej pracy w Instytucie Wanda Koperowa zajmowala si¢ gléwnie badania-
mi historii ro§linnoéci p6Znego glacjatu i holocenu. Nalezata do grupy tych paleobotanikéw, ktérzy w
latach 50-tych byli pionierami nowoczesnej analizy pyltkowej w Polsce i pokonywali trudnosci zwig-
zane z wprowadzeniem nowych metod laboratoryjnych, stosowanych w krajach zachodnich juz w cza-
siec wojny. Pierwszy opracowany przez nia profil z torfowiska na Kiczorze zostal opublikowany w
1955 roku, a w dwa lata p6Zniej — profil ze Staszowej kolo Szczawnicy. Te diagramy pylkowe naleza
do grupy pierwszych holocefiskich diagraméw opracowanych nowoczesnie, z szerokim — jak na owe
czasy — uwzglednieniem pylku ro€lin zielnych. Opracowaniem tych stanowisk wlaczyla si¢ Wanda
Koperowa do pionierskich wéwczas badari nad wptywem czlowieka na naturalng szate roslinng. Réw-
niez w latach 50-tych rozpoczela badania torfowisk w Kotlinie Nowotarskiej, ktére w rezultacie zaini-
cjowaly problem péZnoglacjalnych ostoi $wierka, olszy, jodly i buka oraz leszczyny w najblizszym
otoczeniu i w samej Kotlinie, wzgl¢dnie redepozyciji lub dalekiego transportu ich pylku. Zagadnienia
te s3 nadal przedmiotem zywych dyskusji. Cennym wkladem Wandy Koperowej do poznania flory
Polski z okresu ostatniego zlodowacenia jest réwniez oznaczenie w osadach z Zatora koto Wadowic
pylku Koenigia islandica L.

Podstawg do uzyskania przez Wande Koperows stopnia doktora nauk przyrodmczych w 1962 roku
byla praca o péZnoglacjalnej i holocesiskiej historii roslinnosci Kotliny Nowotartskiej. W okresig
péZniejszym zajmowala si¢ péZnoglacjalna i holoceriska historia ro§linnosci wschodniej cz¢sci Doléw
Jasielsko-Sanockich, a takze prowadzila badania torfowisk z Orawy i r6znych osadéw holoceriskich z
Krakowa, ktére niestety nie zostaly opublikowane, podobnie jak jej pionierskie badania dotyczace
opadu pytku w Krakowie, prowadzone w latach 1964-1967 wspélnie z alergologami. '

Opré6cz badari wlasnych Wanda Koperowa wspéipracowala z pracownikami naukowymi wielu pla-
céwek, wykonujac dla nich badania ekspertyzowe. Jako doskonaly palinolog pomagata mlodszym pa-
leobotanikom w pokonywaniu trudnosci zwiazanych z metoda analizy pytkowej. Ci, ktérzy znali Wan-
de Koperowg blizej wiedza, 2ze dzigki niej wiele 0s6b sposréd pracownikéw Instytutu, a takze ich
rodzin, korzystalo z zawsze chetnie proponowanej i bezinteresownie $§wiadczonej pomocy lekarskiej
jej meza, docenta Zygmunta Kopery. Im obojgu naleza sig za to serdeczne wyrazy wdzigcznosci.

" Po przejéciu na emeryture¢ w 1973 roku dr Wanda Koperowa przestala pracowaé naukowo, poswig-
cajgc caly swéj czas rodzinie. Zmarla w dniu 11 stycznia 1990 roku w Krakowie i zostala pochowana
na Cmentarzu Rakowickim.
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