
Professor Krystyna Wasylikowa – an eminent 
palaeoethnobotanist – on the eightieth 

anniversary of her birthday

Professor Krystyna Wasylikowa’s life in science has already been described in depth by her 
colleague and friend Professor Magdalena Ralska-Jasiewiczowa (2002). I would like to concen-
trate on the last 10 years of her scientifi c activity, drawing particular attention to her archaeo-
botanical work and her infl uence on that particular area of palaeobotany. She has certainly had 
a profound impact on my own career as well as those of many other palaeoethnobotanists (or 
archaeobotanists).

I fi rst met Professor Krystyna Wasylikowa in 1992 when I was attending a archaeobotany 
summer school which she had coorganized at the Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography in 
Igołomia, near Kraków. At the time I was taking my fi rst steps as an archaeobotanist and one 
month later began studying charred plant material from the Roman Iron Age pit from Wąsosz 
near Kłobuck. I was impressed by her personality, knowledge and the teaching methods she 
employed, which allowed me the freedom to develop my own abilities. She was never disap-
pointed and was always interested in my point of view. It was also quite evident to all of her 
students that she had total command of the subject she taught. Her professionalism and noble 
conduct impressed me so much, that I felt I had no choice – I was simply destined to become 
involved in archaeobotanical research. And so far this has been one great adventure for me, 
a story that continues to unfold.

Professor Wasylikowa instructed archaeobotanists and palaeobotanists in both macroremain 
and pollen analysis. She supervised four MSc theses (those of A. Jedliczka 1964, A. Orlicz 1965, 
M. Łopuska [Latałowa] 1972, and informally those of A. Bieniek 1992 and M. Lityńska 1982) and 
4 PhD theses (those of I. Gluza 1984, D. Nalepka 1993, M. Lityńska-Zając 1996, and A. Bieniek 
2003). She played host to and instructed six trainees from Polish institutions (Z. Antosiak 
MSc and Z. Kłos [Balwierz] MSc from Łódź University, M. Latałowa MSc and M. Badura MSc 
from Gdańsk University, L. Kubiak MSc from the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, and 
M.  Polcyn MSc from the Museum of the fi rst Piast in Lednica) and seven from foreign institu-
tions (G. Jorgensen MSc from the National Museum in Copenhagen, K. Lundstrom-Baudais 
MSc from the Institut Federal des Recherches Forestiere in Birmensdorf, Switzerland, Z. Pereira 
MSc from the University of Lisbon, C. Palmer MSc from the University of Sheffi eld, Dr. H. Ranh-
eden from Uppsala University, D. Gallaghar from Huston University, and V. Markqraf from 
Switzerland).

Professor Wasylikowa has organized a number of summer schools, workshops and less formal 
meetings. She is also very well known to the international archaeobotanical community, who 
hold her in high regard, and has gained particular prominence as a member of the steering 
group of the International Work Group of Palaeobotany, together with such renowned experts 
as Professor Karl-Ernst Behre and Professor Corrie Bakels. Younger colleagues jokingly referred 
to the most experienced group of archaeobotanists as “the mafi a”. 

Despite having retired, Professor Krystyna Wasylikowa has kept up her intensive work 
schedule over the last 10 years. She co-edited Late Glacial and Holocene History of Vegetation 
in Poland Based on Isopollen Maps (2004). Most Polish palynologists were invited to participate 
in this enterprise headed by Professor Magdalena Ralska-Jasiewiczowa. It would never have 
been completed if it were not for the huge amount of work put in by the team of participants. 
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Their broad discussions on its various stages and results were sometimes quite stormy, so the 
calmness, scientifi c authority, honesty, and considerable standing of Krystyna were very impor-
tant at that time. Another very important work focused on the palaeoecology of Lake Zeribar in 
Western Iran over the last 48 000 years. The results were published in scientifi c journals (2005, 
2006) and a monographic publication followed in 2007. This area of her activity was linked to 
her palaeoecological interests. 

In 2003 she fi nished a handbook, which was fi nally published in 2007. It has proved to be 
of immense importance for Polish archaeobotanists, palaeoethnobotanists, and archaeologists. 
Over the last few years, she has not given any regular lectures to Polish students of botany or 
archaeology. This book, the fi rst of its kind in Poland, should surely compensate for this to an 
extent. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AFTER 20011

Wasylikowa K. (with contributions by Barakat H. N., Boulos L., Butler A., Dahlberg J. A., 
Hather J & Mitka J.) 2001. Vegetation and subsistance of the Early Neolithic at Nabta Playa, 
Egypt, reconstructed from charred plant remains: 544–570. In: Wendorf F., Schild R. & Asso-
ciates (eds), Holocene settlement of the Egyptian Sahara. Vol. 1. The Archaeology of Nabta 
Playa. Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers, New York.

Wasylikowa K. 2001. Paleoekologia jeziora Zeribar w Iranie w późnym plejstocenie i holocenie 
na podstawie analizy szczątków makroskopowych: 203. In: Zenkteler (ed.), Botanika w dobie 
biologii molekularnej. Materiały z sesji i sympozjów 52 Zjazdu Polskiego Towarzystwa Bota-
nicznego, Poznań, 24–28 września 2001.

Wasylikowa K. 2001. Kohler-Schneider M. 2001. Werkohlte Kultur- und Wildpfl anzenreste aus 
Stillfried an der March. Acta Palaeobotanica, 41(2): 365–366.

Wasylikowa K., Lityńska-Zając M., Bieniek A. & Gluza I. 2002. Archeobotaniczne badania nad 
trawami: 39–52. In: Frey L. (ed.), Polska Księga Traw. W. Szafer Institute of Botany, Polish 
Academy of Sciences, Kraków.

Wasylikowa K., Tomczyńska Z., Polcyn M. & Bieniek A. 2003. Użytkowanie roślin przez ludność 
osady kultury łużyckiej. In: Grygiel R. (ed.), Ratownicze badania archeologiczne na stanow-
isku 6–7 w Kowalewicach, pow. Zgierz, woj. łódzkie (trasa autostrady A-2). Via Archaeologica 
Lodziensis, 1: 339–359.

Wasylikowa K. & van der Veen M. 2004. An archaeobotanical contribution to the history of 
watermelon Citrullus lanatus (Thunb.) Matsum. & Nakai (syn. C. vulgaris Schrad.). Vegeta-
tion History and Archaeobotany, 13: 213–217.

Wasylikowa K. & Walanus A. 2004. Timing of aquatic and marsh-plant successions in differ-
ent parts of Lake Zeribar, Iran, during the Late Glacial and Holocene. Acta Palaeobotanica, 
44 (2): 129–140.

Ralska-Jasiewiczowa M. & Wasylikowa K. 2004. Introduction: 11–12. In: Ralska-Jasiewiczowa 
M., Wasylikowa K., Tobolswki K., Madeyska E. Wrightr H.E. & Turner Ch. (eds), Late Glacial 
and Holocene history of vegetation in Poland based on isopollen maps. W. Szafer Institute of 
Botany, Polish Academy of Sciences, Kraków.

Wasylikowa K. 2004. Present-day natural environment of Poland: 13–18. In: Ralska-Jasiewi-
czowa M., Wasylikowa K., Tobolswki K., Madeyska E. Wrightr H.E. & Turner Ch. (eds). Late 
Glacial and Holocene history of vegetation in Poland based on isopollen maps. W. Szafer 
Institute of Botany, Polish Academy of Sciences, Kraków.

1 Bibliography of her former publications in: Ralska-Jasiewiczowa M. 2002. Acta Palaeobotanica, 42(2): 100–107.



 7

Kowalski K., Malinowski T. & Wasylikowa K. 2004. Coprolites: 123–138. In: Malinowski T. (ed.), 
Komorowo stan. 1: Grodzisko kultury łużyckiej i osadnictwo wczesnośredniowieczne. Uniwersy-
tet Zielonogórski, Zielona Góra. 

Lityńska-Zając M., Wasylikowa K., Bieniek A. & Gluza I. 2004. Trawy jako wskaźnik działal-
ności człowieka w pradziejach: 46–58. In: Abłamowicz D. & Śnieszko Z. (eds), Zmiany środo-
wiska geografi cznego w dobie gospodarki rolno-hodowlanej. Studia z obszaru Polski. Muzeum 
Śląskie, Katowice.

Ralska-Jasiewiczowa M., Latałowa M., Wasylikowa K., Tobolski K., Madeyska E., Wright H. E. 
Jr. & Turner C. (eds), 2004. Late Glacial and Holocene history of vegetation in Poland based 
on isopollen maps. W. Szafer Institute of Botany, Polish Academy of Sciences, Kraków.

Wasylikowa K. 2004. Professor Magdalena Ralska-Jasiewiczowa – in seventieth anniversary of 
birthday. Acta Palaeobotanica, 44(2): 113–128.

Wasylikowa K. 2005. Paleoecology of Lake Zeribar, Iran, in the Pleniglacial, Late Glacial, and 
Holocene reconstructed from plant macrofossils. The Holocene, 15(5): 720–735.

Ralska-Jasiewiczowa M., Nalepka D., Walanus A., Balwierz Z., Bałaga K., Filbrandt-Czaja A., 
Granoszewski W., Harmata K., Krupiński K., Kupryjanowicz M., Latałowa M., Madeja J., 
Madeyska E., Makohonienko M., Mamakowa K., Milecka K., Miotk-Szpiganowicz G., Nita M., 
Noryśkiewicz A.M, Noryśkiewicz B., Obidowicz A. Okuniewska-Nowaczyk I., Szczepanek K., 
Tobolski K., Wacnik A., Wasylikowa K. & Zachowicz J. 2005. Mapy izopolowe poźnego gla-
cjału i holocenu Polski. Historia i aktualny etap badań. Prace Komisji Paleogeografi i Czwar-
torzędu PAU, 2: 13–16.

Lityńska-Zając M. & Wasylikowa K. 2005. Przewodnik do badań archeobotanicznych. Sorus, 
Poznań.

Wasylikowa K., Lityńska-Zając M. & Bieniek A. (eds), 2005. Roślinne ślady człowieka. Botani-
cal Guidebooks, 28: 1–320.

Hutorowicz A. & Wasylikowa K. 2005. Oospores of stoneworts (Charophyceae) in the bottom 
deposits of Lake Zeribar (Western Iran). In: XXIV International Symposium of the Phycologi-
cal Section of the Polish Botanical Society, Krynica Morska, 19–22.05.2005. Abstracts: 88.

Wasylikowa K., Witkowski A., Walanus A., Hutorowicz A., Alexandrowicz S.W. & Langer 
J.J. 2006. Palaeolimnology of Lake Zeribar, Iran, and its climatic implications. Quaternary 
Research, 66: 477–493.

Wasylikowa K., Mamakowa K. & Lityńska-Zając M. 2006. Paleobotanika czwartorzędu w Pol-
sce w czasie ostatnich 25 lat: główne kierunki badań i osiągnięcia. Prace Komisji Paleogeogra-
fi i Czwartorzędu PAU, 3: 33–39.

Wasylikowa K., Tomczyńska Z. & Nalepka D. 2006. Szczątki roślinne z warstw wczesnośre-
dniowiecznych z rejonu IX na Wawelu. Acta Archaeologica Waweliana, 3: 135–142.

Amman B., Birks H.H., Walanus A. & Wasylikowa K. 2006. Late Glacial multidisciplinary stud-
ies: 2475–2486. In: Elias S.A. (ed.), Encyclopedia of Quaternary Sciences. Elsevier Amster-
dam. 

Lityńska-Zając M. & Wasylikowa K. 2006. The reply to the review by W. Rączkowski: 
M. Lityńska-Zając & K. Wasylikowa, Przewodnik do badań archeobotanicznych (Guidebook to 
archaeobotanical studies). Wydawnictwo Sorus, Poznań, 2005, 566 pp. Sprawozdania Arche-
ologiczne 58.

Langer J.J. & Wasylikowa K. 2007. Charred plant macrofossils in Lake Zeribar sediments. 
In: Wasylikowa K. & Witkowski A. (eds), The palaeoecology of Lake Zeribar and surround-
ing areas, Western Iran, during the last 48 000 years. Diatom Monographs. A.R.G. Gantner 
Verlag K.G. Ruggell, 8: 269–282.

Walanus A. & Wasylikowa K. 2007. Lake Zeribar: dating and sedimentation rate. In: Wasy-
likowa K. & Witkowski A. (eds), The palaeoecology of Lake Zeribar and surrounding areas, 



8 

Western Iran, during the last 48 000 years. Diatom Monographs. A.R.G. Gantner Verlag K.G. 
Ruggell, 8: 43–52.

Wasylikowa K. 2007. Paleoecology of Lake Zeribar in the Late Pleistocene and Holocene recon-
structed from the fl ora of aquatic and marsh plants. In: Wasylikowa K. & Witkowski A. 
(eds), The palaeoecology of Lake Zeribar and surrounding areas, Western Iran, during the last 
48 000 years. Diatom Monographs. A.R.G. Gantner Verlag K.G. Ruggell, 8: 105–134.

Wasylikowa K., van Zeist W., Wright H.E. Jr, Stevens L.R., Witkowski A., Walanus A., Hutoro-
wicz A., Alexandrowicz S.W. & Langer J.J. 2007. The Lake Zeribar palaeoecology: a synthesis. 
In: Wasylikowa K. & Witkowski A. (eds), The palaeoecology of Lake Zeribar and surround-
ing areas, Western Iran, during the last 48 000 years. Diatom Monographs. A.R.G. Gantner 
Verlag K.G. Ruggell, 8: 303–319.

Wasylikowa K. & Velichkevich F.Yu. 2007. Notes on the identifi cation of some plant macrofos-
sils from Lake Zeribar. In: Wasylikowa K. & Witkowski A. (eds), The palaeoecology of Lake 
Zeribar and surrounding areas, Western Iran, during the last 48 000 years. Diatom Mono-
graphs. A.R.G. Gantner Verlag K.G. Ruggell, 8: 135–158.

Wasylikowa K. & Wright H.E. Jr. 2007. Description of sediments. In: Wasylikowa K. 
& Witkowski A. (eds), The palaeoecology of Lake Zeribar and surrounding areas, Western 
Iran, during the last 48 000 years. Diatom Monographs. A.R.G. Gantner Verlag K.G. Ruggell, 
8: 37–42.

Wright H.E. Jr. & Wasylikowa K. 2007. Coring and sampling methods. In: Wasylikowa K. 
& Witkowski A. (eds), The palaeoecology of Lake Zeribar and surrounding areas, Western 
Iran, during the last 48 000 years. Diatom Monographs. A.R.G. Gantner Verlag K.G. Ruggell, 
8: 31–36.

Wasylikowa K. & Witkowski A. (eds) 2007. The palaeoecology of Lake Zeribar and surround-
ing areas, Western Iran, during the last 48,000 years. Diatom Monographs. A.R.G. Gantner 
Verlag K.G. Ruggell, 8: 1–354.

Wasylikowa K. 2007. Introduction. In: Wasylikowa K. & Witkowski A. (eds), The palaeoecol-
ogy of Lake Zeribar and surrounding areas, Western Iran, during the last 48 000 years. Dia-
tom Monographs. A.R.G. Gantner Verlag K.G. Ruggell, 8: 9–10.

Bieniek A., Buśko C., Niemiec D., Skawińska-Wieser K., Tomczyńska Z., Wacnik A., Wasyli-
kowa K., Woch M. & Zaitz E. 2007. Kraków in archaeobotanical studies, a review of current 
research. In: Bieniek A. (ed.), 14th Symposium of the International Work Group for Palaeoeth-
nobotany, Kraków, Poland, 17–23.06.2007. Programme and abstracts: 75.

Bieniek A., Wacnik A., Wasylikowa K. & Gluza I. 2007. Rola roślin w życiu dawnych miesz-
kańców Krakowa: nawarstwienia archeologiczne jako źródła archiwalne. In: Nawarstwienia 
historyczne Krakowa – Forum Naukowe AGH, Kraków, 26.10.2007. Streszczenia referatów 
na płycie CD.

Bieniek A., Woch M. & Wasylikowa K. 2007 (review). Glaucium corniculatum – średniowieczny 
efemerofi t we fl orze polskiej?: 77–78. In: Kępczyńska E. & Kępczyński J. (eds), 54 Zjazd Pol-
skiego Towarzystwa Botanicznego „Botanika w Polsce – sukcesy, problemy, perspektywy”, 
Szczecin, 03–08.09.2007. Streszczenia referatów i plakatów.

Wasylikowa K. 2008 (review) Weryszko-Chmielewska E. (ed.), Aerobiologia. Wydawnictwo 
Akademii Rolniczej w Lublinie, Lublin 2007, 152 str., 31 rycin, 23 tablice z fotografi ami kolo-
rowymi, 6 tabel. Wiadomości Botaniczne, 52 (3/4): 174–175.

Wasylikowa K. 2008. Roślinność i klimat północnego Zagrosu w czasie ostatnich 48 tysięcy lat 
na podstawie badań osadów jeziora Zeribar w Iranie. Prace Komisji Paleogeografi i Czwarto-
rzędu PAU Kraków, 6: 59–66.

Wasylikowa K. 2008 (review) Cappers R. (2007). Fields of change. Progress in African Archae-
obotany. Seria: Groningen Archaeological Studies, tom 5. Wiadomości Botaniczne, 52(3/4): 
175–177.



 9

Wasylikowa K., Wacnik A. & Mueller-Bieniek A. 2009. Badania archeobotaniczne w nawar-
stwieniach historycznych z terenu Krakowa: metodyka – stan badań – perspektywy. Geologia. 
Kwartalnik AGH,: 35(1) 89–101.

Wasylikowa K. 2009 (review) Bittman F. & Mueller-Bieniek A. (eds), 2008. Proceedings of 
the International Work Group for Palaeoethnobotany, Kraków 2007. Vegetation History and 
Archaeobotany 17, Supplement 1. Wiadomości Botaniczne, 53(1–2): 147–150.

Aldona Mueller-Bieniek Department of Palaeobotany, Władysław Szafer Institute of Botany, 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Lubicz 46, 31-512 Kraków, Poland


